Slow Food Oxon AGM

February 6 2009

The Big Bang, Walton Street, Oxford

Minutes

1. Composition of the SF Oxon Committee

Muryel Boulay reported that there were seven members on the committee last year, but Peter Terrington resigned in September 08. No new members have come forward to join the committee for 2009. Some members had been invited to join the committee, but were unable to due to other commitments. Therefore the committee membership will remain the same: 

· Muryel Boulay (leader), 

· Ian Bird (event organiser)

· Geoffrey Whittle (Treasurer)

· Tamara Schiopu (event organiser)

· Jeremy Rowntree (webmaster)

· Liz Wilding (secretary – Book Club host).

Muryel will continue as leader of SF Oxon, but will devolve her role so that more of the work is shared, due to her work commitments out of the country.

The current convivium membership stands at about 80 members.

2. Review of 2008 events

Muryel thanked all the members who helped to organise the events in 2008.  One event per month was offered throughout the year.

3. Accounts

The accounts for 2008 had previously been made available on the website. Geoffrey invited questions or comments and then the accounts were unanimously accepted by the members present. 

4. Proposal of events for 2009 

A list of proposed events was passed around the members, who were invited to sign up to indicate interest in attending and/or willingness to assist in organising.  The members were reminded of the next event which is a Brewery tour in Brill on Saturday 21 February.

5. Key Projects for 2009

Muryel explained that the plan for 2009 is to focus on two key projects that will have a wider impact than small events – the Children’s Food Festival and the Slongest Lunch. 

Children’s Food Festival (June 2009)

As this is a large project, Tamara and Muryel are working with SF UK and the organisers of the festival so that SF UK could lead involvement on this project, with our convivium providing help as needed. 

Slongest Lunch (September 2009)

Ian reviewed the Slongest Lunch proposal, which aims to have a one-day festival on Walton Street with a continuous table down the street. Local producers, cafes and restaurants and other businesses will promote and provide food that people can buy to enjoy with friends. The event will promote good food as a positive experience for all sectors of the community.

It was made clear that this is a work in progress and the timing (September 2009) may change. Suggestions from members included:

· tying in the Longest Lunch with the “Local Flavours” festival taking place in September

· making the first year a smaller, pilot event (not closing down a street)

· applying for Big Lottery Funding (although this takes time)

A steering committee will be needed to work on this project. Jane Carlton-Smith volunteered to assist. Help and comments from other members will be welcomed.

6. Questions and Answers

Muryel expressed her thanks to the members of the committee for their hard work. She said a few words about the Big Bang restaurant (on behalf of the owner who was unable to be there), explaining their philosophy about serving good quality local food. 

Paul  discussed the Slow Food Student Movement and the Youth Food Movement (an autonomous subsidiary of SF International). He described their activities and encouraged more cross-over between SF Oxon and SF Student events in the future. Finally, he mentioned a launch event for the Youth Food Movement: “Eat In” in Hyde Park.

